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Abstract

The significance of this research lies in its examination of
the work of American scholar Craig Considine, Professor of
Sociology at Rice University, who focuses on rare Prophetic
documents that have historically received insufficient at-
tention from both classical and contemporary researchers.
These documents comprise the Prophetic Covenants set by
Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) with Christian communities
in the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. Through his paper,
"Religious Pluralism and Civic Rights in a ‘Muslim Nation’:
An Analysis of Prophet Muhammad’s Covenants with Chris-
tians," Considine highlights the themes of religious pluralism
and peaceful coexistence in Islam. He explores the Proph-
et's (p.b.u.h.) policy toward the People of the Book through
these covenants, four of which are explicitly analyzed in his
study: the Covenants with the Monks of Mount Sinai, the
Christians of Najran, the Christians of Persia, and the Chris-

tians of the World.
Furthermore, this study is significant as it draws atten-
tion to the testimony of an objective Western scholar who

expresses profound admiration for the Prophet's (p.b.u.h.)



policies in managing religious pluralism. Considine commends the principle of peace-
ful coexistence that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) both adopted and practiced, establishing a
framework of justice and mutual respect that helped build a cohesive society in which
individuals could coexist despite their religious and cultural differences.

The Research Problem: The core problem of this study is to articulate the specific
foundations adopted by Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to consolidate the principle
of peaceful coexistence with adherents of other faiths in a society previously plagued
by religious and tribal divisions. Furthermore, it asks: how did Considine articulate his
vision of these foundations, considering his analysis of the Prophetic covenants and
treaties?

Conclusion: The research concludes by emphasising the vital importance of reviv-
ing the Prophetic policies and legislations that governed the relationship between
Muslims and followers of other faiths. It advocates the contemporary application of
these principles, particularly in the light of escalating interfaith and sectarian crises.
Ultimately, this represents the call of the scholar to adopt the approach of Prophet
Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) towards peaceful coexistence in a multi-religious, multicultural

environment.
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