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Abstract

The religious and political Other occupies a central and forceful position
in the works of Rabee Jaber, particularly when examined through a
postcolonial lens, where the figure of the colonizer intertwines with
brutality and violence. This prominence stems from Jaber’s belonging to
the war generation: he was born in the heart of Beirut amid bloody conflict
and devastation and grew up within this horrific environment.
Consequently, his literary works portray fear, division, terror, destruction,
and violence, along with their repercussions—displacement, exile, and
physical and psychological deformities—in an attempt to condemn such

violence, wars, and the blood-soaked history they produce.

The religious Other appears across several of Jaber’s novels, depicting
Muslim interactions with Jewish and Christian Others. These interactions
are articulated through two contrasting perspectives. The first is a peaceful
vision that seeks to denounce war and promote coexistence, exemplified
by the marriage of a Muslim to a Christian woman—permitted in Islam—
as well as through the grants and assistance offered by the British and
Evangelical missions. The second is a violent vision rooted in a bloody
history, represented by the colonization and denigration of the East, the
Israeli aggression against Lebanon, and the Frankish incursion into Al-

Agsa.
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The political Other, on the other hand, is manifested in the treatment of
ideological and partisan differences, such as the conflict between the
Kataeb and the National Liberal Party on one side, and Muslims and
Palestinians on the other. Through all these representations, Jaber seeks to
construct a literary image that condemns war and denounces the atrocities
committed by bloodshed, while foregrounding its enduring psychological

scars that remain indelible.
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