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Abstract

This study addresses the methodological controversy surrounding
scientific interpretation of the Qur’an as one of the most debated issues in
modern Qur’anic studies. It adopts a comparative analytical approach to
examine three major interpretive trends: the expansive approach, the
rejecting approach, and the moderate approach. The study is based on the
premise that disagreement over scientific interpretation does not stem from
accepting or rejecting science itself, but rather from differing conceptions
of the Qur’an’s function, the limits of interpretive meaning, and the nature
of the relationship between revelation and scientific descriptions of the
universe.

The research first examines the expansive trend, represented by figures
such as al-Ghazali and Tantawi Jawhari, who viewed the Qur’an as
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containing the foundations of all knowledge and regarded its cosmic
references as a basis for scientific and civilizational revival. It then
analyzes the rejecting trend, articulated by al-Shatibi and Muhammad
Husayn al-Dhahabi, who emphasized that the Qur’an is a book of guidance
and legislation, and warned against imposing modern scientific
terminology onto Qur’anic language in a manner that violates Arabic usage
and the objectives of revelation. Finally, the study explores the moderate
trend, represented by Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashir and Muhammad
Mutawalli al-Sha ‘raw1, which seeks a methodological balance by allowing
cautious reference to established scientific facts without incorporating
them into binding exegetical meanings.

The study concludes that the moderate approach best preserves the
integrity of Qur’anic meaning and its guiding purpose, maintaining textual
stability while allowing scientific knowledge to function as supportive
evidence rather than a determinant of interpretation.
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