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Abstract  

 This study examines the representation of femininity in Abbasid poetry as a 

dynamic semantic structure reflecting broader cultural and aesthetic 

transformations of the Abbasid era. It argues that the portrayal of women in 

Abbasid love poetry was not a mere continuation of pre-Islamic conventions but 

rather a reconfiguration shaped by an emerging urban sensibility and a more 

complex aesthetic consciousness  

Adopting a textual-analytical approach informed by classical Arabic rhetoric and 

cultural poetics, the study traces the transformation of the female image across 

two principal levels. The first level explores the body as an object of vision 

constructed according to inherited aesthetic paradigms and later reactivated as a 

dynamic presence within urban scenes. The second level investigates the transition 

from sensory description to symbolic representation, where femininity becomes 

associated with architectural luminosity, courtly pleasure, and temporal dualities 

within a layered symbolic structure  

The study concludes that the female image in Abbasid poetry undergoes a 

progressive semantic development—from aesthetic idealization to urban 

embodiment and ultimately to cultural symbolization—thus functioning as a central 

site for articulating the complexities of Abbasid cultural experience  
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