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Abstract

Viziers during the Almohad era and the Nasrid Sultanate of Granada
constituted a fundamental pillar in supporting political authority and
consolidating its prestige, by assuming high offices that combined the
vizierate, chancery (secretarial) duties, and military leadership. Some
distinguished themselves by competence and good conduct, contributing
to the stability of the state, the administration of its affairs, the
establishment of security and justice, and active participation in jihad and
the defense of Islamic frontiers.Conversely, the text reveals serious
phenomena manifested in the monopolization of power by certain viziers
and their encroachment upon the prerogatives of caliphs and sultans, which
often led to the spread of corruption, the outbreak of internal strife, the
weakening of the state, and at times its collapse. The study also addresses
the roles of viziers in opposing authority, conspiring against it, or engaging
in internal conflicts, in addition to their involvement in pledging allegiance
to new rulers and drafting allegiance contracts in ways that served their
own interests. Furthermore, the text highlights the importance of the
consultative role of viziers: while some exerted a positive influence in
guiding rulers, others deviated toward despotism and personal whim.
Viziers also played key roles in diplomatic missions and embassies, and
acted as deputies for the sultan during his absence, rendering them
principal actors in both the internal and external politics of the state.
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