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Abstract

Dr. Mustafa Al-Zalmi is regarded as one of the most prominent scholars of Sharia
and law in the modern era. He is distinguished by a balanced academic approach
that harmonizes respect for religious texts with openness to contemporary rational
jjtihad. Among his notable contributions is his book The Extent of Willpower in
Divorce, in which he presents a critical treatment of the issue of divorce from a
rational, maqasid-based perspective. He critiques the traditional understanding
that grants unilateral divorce authority without constraints. Al-Zalmi employed a
comparative methodology that combines historical analysis with critical
interpretation, enabling him to reveal the influence of social customs and religious
texts on divorce-related legislation. His critical vision is evident in his re-reading
of religious texts through the lens of Sharia’s objectives and human interest,
without undermining the sanctity of the texts themselves. The study shows that his
contributions are characterized by academic rigor and thoughtful boldness,
positioning him as a leading voice in contemporary Islamic jurisprudential
renewal. The research concludes that Al-Zalmi’s approach serves as a solid model
for a balanced critique of religion, integrating constancy with change, and
reflecting a scholar’s capacity to renew thought within the framework of Sharia
principles and modern realities.
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