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غير المستحسنة في العربيّة التنوع النطقي للأصوات  

The phonetic diversity of non-recommended sounds in 

Arabic 

 

Abstract   

This research addresses the phenomenon of phonetic variation of non-
recommended sounds in Arabic, referring to sounds that some Arab linguists 

considered undesirable in standard usage, either because of their rarity in the 
speech of the Arabs or because they deviate from what is typical in the Arabic 
phonological system. The study aims to identify these sounds, explain their 

articulatory characteristics, and clarify the reasons that led linguists to regard 
them as disfavored, while also tracing the different ways they may be realized in 
speech and the variation that may occur among speakers. The study adopts a 

descriptive–analytical approach by examining references to these sounds in 
traditional linguistic sources and comparing them with findings from modern 

phonetic studies to determine their position within the structure of the Arabic 
sound system. It also attempts to interpret patterns of variation in their 
pronunciation considering phonetic, dialectal, and usage-based factors. The 

research concludes that these sounds represent one aspect of phonetic diversity in 
Arabic and that describing them as disfavored is often related to linguistic norms 

and patterns of usage rather than to limitations in their articulatory possibility. 
  

 Keywords  

 phonetic variation, 

disfavored sounds, 

Arabic phonological 

system 

 

.* Corresponding author: 



5431 
 

 
 
 



5431 
 

1. 



5431 
 



5431 
 



5411 
 



5415 
 



5411 
 



5414 
 



5413 
 



5411 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5411 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References 

1. Ababneh, Yahya (2000): Studies in 

the Jurisprudence of Language, Dar 
al-Shuruq for Publishing and 
Distribution, Jordan, 1st ed. 

2. Abd al-Tawwab, Ramadan (1990): 
Linguistic Development: Its 

Manifestations and Laws, Al-Khanji 
Library, Cairo, 2nd ed. 

3. Al-Astarabadi, Radi al-Din 

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (1975): 
Sharh Shafiyah Ibn al-Hajib, edited 

by Muhammad Nur al-Hasan, 
Muhammad al-Zafzaf, and 
Muhammad Muhyi al-Din Abd al-

Hamid, Dar al-Kitab al-'Ilmiyyah, 
Beirut, 1st ed. 

4. Al-Hamd, Ghanim Qaddouri (2005): 
An Introduction to the Science of 
Arabic Phonetics, Amman, n.d. 

5. Al-Qurtubi, Abu al-Qasim Abd al-
Wahhab ibn Muhammad al-Ansari 
(2009): Al-Muwaddih fi al-Tadris, 

edited by Ghanim Qaddouri al-
Hamd, 2nd edition. 

6. Al-Sirafi, Abu Saeed al-Hasan ibn 
Abdullah al-Marzuban (2008): 
Commentary on Sibawayh's Book, 

edited by Ahmad Hassan Mahdali 
and Ali Sayyid Ali, Dar al-Kutub al-

Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st ed. 
7. Anis, Ibrahim (1961): Al-Aswat al-

Lughawiyyah, Maktabat al-Anglo-

Misriyyah, Cairo, n.d. 
8. Bishr, Kamal (1998): 'Ilm al-Lugha 

al-'Aam, al-Aswat, Dar Gharib for 
Printing, Publishing and 
Distribution, Cairo, n.d.  

9. Ibn al-Athir, Majd al-Din Abu al-
Sa'adat al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad 

ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim 
al-Shaybani al-Jazari (1979): Al-



5411 
 

Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa al-
Athar, Al-Maktabah al-'Ilmiyyah, 

Beirut, n.d. 
10. Ibn Asfur, Ali ibn Mu'min ibn 

Muhammad al-Khadrami al-Ishbili 
(1996): Al-Mumti' al-Kabir fi al-
Tasrif (The Great Book on 

Morphology), Library of Lebanon, 
Beirut, 1st ed. 

11. Ibn Duraid, Abu Bakr Muhammad 
ibn al-Hasan al-Azdi (1987): 
Jamharat al-Lughah, edited by 

Ramzi Munir Baalbaki, Dar al-'Ilm 
lil-Malayin, Beirut, n.d. 

12.  Ibn Faris, Abu al-Husayn Ahmad 
ibn Faris ibn Zakariya (1972): 
Mu'jam Maqayis al-Lughah 

(Dictionary of Language Standards), 
edited by Abd al-Salam Harun (d. 

1408 AH), Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi 
& Sons Printing House, 2nd ed. 

13. Ibn Jinni, Abu al-Fath Uthman 

(2000): The Secret of the Art of 
Parsing, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 

Beirut, 1st ed. 
14. Ibn Jinni, Abu al-Fath Uthman (n.d.): 

The Characteristics, edited by Ali al-

Najjar, Egyptian General Book 
Organization, 4th ed. 

15. Ibn Ya'ish, Ya'ish ibn Ali (2001): 
Sharh al-Mufassal li al-Zamakhshari, 
edited by Emil Badi' Ya'qub, Dar al-

Kutub al-'Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st 
edition. 

16. Omar, Ahmad Mukhtar (2004): A 
Linguistic Study of Phonetics, Alam 
al-Kutub for Printing, Publishing and 

Distribution, Cairo, 4th ed. 
17. Omar, Tamam Hassan (2006): The 

Arabic Language: Its Meaning and 
Structure,  

Sibawayh, Amr ibn Uthman ibn Qanbar 

(1988): The Book, edited by Abd al-
Salam Muhammad Harun, Al-Khanji 

Lib


