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The phonetic diversity of non-recommended sounds in
Arabic
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Abstract
Keywords This research addresses the phenomenon of phonetic variation of non-
phonetic variation, recommended sounds in Arabic, referring to sounds that some Arab linguists
disfavored sounds, . . . . . L.
X . considered undesirable in standard usage, either because of their rarity in the
Arabic phonological . . ] . .
system speech of the Arabs or because they deviate from what is typical in the Arabic

phonological system. The study aims to identify these sounds, explain their
articulatory characteristics, and clarify the reasons that led linguists to regard
them as disfavored, while also tracing the different ways they may be realized in
speech and the variation that may occur among speakers. The study adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach by examining references to these sounds in
traditional linguistic sources and comparing them with findings from modern
phonetic studies to determine their position within the structure of the Arabic
sound system. It also attempts to interpret patterns of variation in their
pronunciation considering phonetic, dialectal, and usage-based factors. The
research concludes that these sounds represent one aspect of phonetic diversity in
Avrabic and that describing them as disfavored is often related to linguistic norms
and patterns of usage rather than to limitations in their articulatory possibility.
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