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Abstract

In non-financial transactions, a woman's testimony may be accepted on its
own in certain cases, while in others it may require the testimony of two
women or be supported by a man’s testimony. The detailed rulings depend
on the nature of the case—whether it pertains specifically to women—and
whether the situation generally requires the testimony of two men or more.
Non-financial transactions are defined as any dealings that do not involve
money and where the intent is not monetary gain, and which men are
allowed to witness. Examples include marriage, divorce, khul® (mutual
separation), and reconciliation (raj‘ah), among others. As for the ruling on
such testimony, scholars have differed: According to Imam al-Sarakhsi, the
Hanafi and Hanbali schools, it is permissible for women to testify
alongside men in such transactions, with the requirement being one man
and two women. The ZahirT school allows for the testimony of two women
accompanied by the plaintiff’s oath, or the testimony of four women. The
majority of scholars from the Maliki and Shafi‘1 schools, as well as the
sound opinion within the Hanbali school, hold that women’s testimony is
not permissible alongside men in these transactions.
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