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Cultural Identity and Belonging in the Novel 'Daughter of the East': A Study of Socio-
Cultural Transformations and Their Impact on Personal and Class Identity
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This study examines Zahraa Al-Ghanem's novel "Daughter of the East" from the perspective of
cultural identity and belonging, within the context of the socialand culturaltransformationstaking
place in the Arab world. The research problem stems from the novel's conflict between
authenticity and modernity, and the feelings of alienation and uprooting. The novel reflects the
interaction of the individualand society acrosssuccessive generations in a changing environment.
The significance of this research lies in its highlighting of a literary treatment of a tragic and
complex issue in contemporary Arab society. The text addresses this issue using narrative,
psychological, and existential techniques, thus giving the study both scholarly and critical value.
The research aims to analyze the dimensions of identity and belonging in the novel, focusing on
the impact of social and cultural transformations on shaping the characters' identities on both a
personal and class level. It adopts a descriptive analytical approach that connects the narrative
text to the surrounding social and cultural reality. This approach considers the analysis of the
internal and external tensions experienced by the characters, while also examining the
relationship between tradition and modernity, and the conflict between the self and the other,
through the various components of identity and belonging. The findings highlighted that the novel
portrays identity as an ongoing and dynamic process, shaped through the characters'struggle with
their cultural heritageand the pressures of social change, where the "other" plays a central rolein
shapingself-awareness. Thestudy alsorevealed that the novel reflects the fracturing of traditional
family structures and the emergence of more independent and challenging female roles, pointing
to the fragility of cultural models in the face of political and economic transformations. The novel
documents significant shifts in education, social relationships, and complex, multifaceted
affiliations across generations. Furthermore, the study explored the intertwining of cultural
identities within the novel between East and West, noting the sectarian and social influences that
impose constraints on individual choices, thus exacerbating crises of identity and belonging. It
demonstrated how feelings of emotional and personal alienation coexist with alienation from
placeand culture, creatinga recurring existential tensionin the characters'lives. The study affirms
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that the novel reflects the crisis of Arab society, which oscillates between clingingto its origins and
openness to the other, and the identity conflict between tradition and modernity. In conclusion,
the novel "Daughter of the East" stands as a narrative model reflecting the major social and

cultural transformations in Arab societies. It profoundly explores the crisis of identity and
belonginginthe faceof modernity and globalization. ltemerges as anartistic documentcapableof

interpreting the tension between past and present, and of reshaping individual and collective

identity. This study contributes to the intellectual and cultural debates surrounding identity and

belonging, offering a comprehensive vision that considers contemporary historical and social

dynamics and their implications for the Arab individual.
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