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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of the changing understanding of the Qur’'an between stability

and transformation, focusing on the interaction between the fixed Qur’anic text and the
evolvinghuman comprehension over the ages. The research aims to examine the nature of
the Qur’'anic text in terms of its stability and core meanings, while analyzing the factors
influencing the transformation of its understanding, such as historical and social context,
cognitive developments, Qur'anic readings, and schools of Islamic thought. The study also
explores the mechanisms employed in Islamic thought to deal with this transformation,
through interpretive ijtihad, consideration of the objectives of Sharia, gradual
implementation of rulings, and publicinterest, highlighting the role of multiple readings in
providing flexibility for understanding and practically applying the text. The findings show
that the Qur’an is characterized by cleartextual stability, where fundamental principles such
as monotheism, justice, and human rights remain solid and constant, while human
understanding adapts and changes according to social, cultural, and political realities. The
results further indicate that interpretive ijtihad is a pivotal tool for balancing Qur’anic
constants with contextual variables, allowing rulings to be applied flexibly in harmony with
cognitive and social developments, while preserving the Sharia objectives. The study draws
on historical and jurisprudential examples, such as financial regulations during the Abbasid
era and the ijtihad of Andalusian scholars, as well as contemporary examples in banking,
education, and environmental policies, to demonstrate the ongoing practical applicability of
the text without compromisingits foundational principles. Based on the findings, the study
offers a set of recommendations, including promoting enlightened interpretive ijtihad,
studying multiple Qur'anicreadings, applying the principles of gradual implementation and
publicinterest, developing educational programs to enhance scholars’ capacity to address
cognitive and social developments, and encouraging comparative studies to document
experiencesin balancing constants and variables. The research emphasizes that the Qur'an
is not a rigid text but a living reference capable of interacting with contemporary
developments while ensuring the preservation of its fundamental principles and divine
objectives, achieving integration between text and reality and ensuring the continuity of
Sharia implementation in ways that serve humanity and society.

“ Corresponding author at Dirgham Mishaan Hussein Alou
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