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Abstract

This study examines the image of death in the sermons of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib
(PBUH) from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, as an analytical approach that
goes beyond traditional rhetorical interpretations and reveals the underlying cognitive
structures governing linguistic expression. The study is grounded in the premise that
most previous research has focused on the exhortative or stylistic dimensions of Alid
discourse, without sufficiently addressing the mental mechanisms that shape the
conceptualization of death therein. Adopting a descriptive—analytical methodology, Al
supported by a cognitive-pragmatic approach, the research analyzes selected sermons \/\
from Nahj al-Balagha. The findings demonstrate that Imam Ali (PBUH) employs A
conceptual metaphor as an effective cognitive tool through recurrent conceptual |
schemas, most notably: death as a journey, death as an active entity, and death as an \/\

overwhelming force. These metaphors transform death from an abstract metaphysical \/)
notion into a tangible mental experience with pedagogical and ethical functions, |
thereby reorganizing the human relationship with life and the hereafter. (\
Keywords: Death, metaphor, perception, linguistics, knowledge, rhetoric, discourse, 4

religion. )
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