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Abstract

Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD) involves a range of coordination
difficulties affecting both fine motor skills—such as tying shoelaces or writing—and
gross motor skills, including participating in team sports or pouring liquids. Children
with this disorder often experience visual-spatial difficulties, such as understanding
directions, scenes, and three-dimensional spaces. This may result in disorganization,
confusion with sequences, and frequent forgetfulness.

Given that previous scales designed to assess this disorder were developed for
different contexts or based on diagnostic criteria that differ from those used in the
current study, the present research aimed to develop a specific scale for assessing
Developmental Coordination Disorder in children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD). The study sought to determine the level of DCD among the sample and identify
differences in disorder severity between children.

A descriptive survey-based approach was employed. The study sample consisted
of 122 children with ASD, selected from a larger population of 154 children enrolled
in autism centers across Babylon Province.

The developed scale comprised 24 items, each answered using a five-point Likert
scale. The instrument demonstrated strong psychometric properties, including face
validity, construct validity, and factorial validity, as well as internal consistency
(measured by Cronbach's alpha) and test-retest reliability.

The study also presented descriptive statistical characteristics of the tool and
concluded with several recommendations and suggestions, most notably the use of the
developed scale as a diagnostic aid for identifying DCD in children with autism.
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