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Journalistic Professionalism in Political Event Coverage: A Content
Analysis of a Sample of Iraqi News Websites
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University of Kufa — College of Law
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Abstract

This research aims to study the extent to which lIraqi digital news websites
adhere to journalistic professionalism in covering political events. This is
achieved through content analysis of a selected sample of articles published on
five prominent news platforms. The research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach using quantitative and qualitative content analysis, relying on
international professional standards such as balance, documentation,
impartiality, and multiple sources. The results reveal clear shortcomings in
editorial practice. A plurality of viewpoints was absent in more than half of the
sample, linguistic bias was evident in a significant number of articles, and there
was insufficient reliance on credible sources. Furthermore, the results indicate
the influence of political affiliation and economic pressures on the nature of the
coverage, leading to a decline in professional standards on some platforms. The
research concluded that it is essential to strengthen independent analytical
journalism, modernize editorial policies, and intensify journalistic training in
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professional political coverage techniques. This will contribute to raising the
level of media performance in Iraqg, especially given the volatile political
environment and the increasing influence of digital media.

Keywords: Journalistic professionalism, political coverage, digital media, Iraqi
news websites, content analysis, balance, impartiality, sources, media bias.
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