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Abstract:

The current research addresses a vital and significant topic, namely the knowledge
gap, which refers to the disparity between acquired knowledge and the knowledge
individuals actually possess as a result of the speed of information access. This
disparity leads to the emergence of a cognitive gap among different segments of
society, particularly among university students.

The first objective of the current study is to develop a scale to measure the
knowledge gap among female students in the Department of Kindergarten in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The second objective is to identify the significance of
differences in the level of knowledge gap according to the academic stage. The current
research is limited to female students from the Kindergarten Department in universities
across four provinces (Salahaddin, Sulaymaniyah, Halabja, and Raperin) from the first
and third academic stages for the year 2024-2025. The researchers adopted the
descriptive approach, as it is one of the most appropriate methods for the nature and
objectives of this study. They employed a stratified random sampling method, selecting
a sample of (400) students distributed proportionally across the four provinces to
conduct statistical analysis and extract psychometric properties such as validity (and
its types) and reliability, in addition to other necessary procedures for building the
knowledge gap scale. To apply the scale, the researchers used a sample of (239)
students from the first and third stages from the same provinces. The final version of
the scale consisted of (42) items, distributed across four dimensions: (Educational
understanding and comprehension, Economic and social understanding, Technological
awareness, Media literacy). The researchers relied on weighted alternative answers for
scoring: Always = 5 points, Often= 4 points, Sometimes= 3 points, Rarely=2 points,
Never= 1 point. The data were collected and processed using the SPSS statistical
program. The findings of the study revealed a moderate positive correlation between
the knowledge gap and the students in the Kindergarten Department Based on the
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results, the researchers presented several conclusions, recommendations, and

suggestions relevant to the goals of the current research.

Key words: Knowledge Gap. Students of the Kindergarten Department. Kurdistan
Region of Iraq
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