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Abstract

Although the Abbasid Caliphate lasted for five centuries, internal conflict among
members of the Abbasid household over succession remained persistent. Despite the
existence of formal wills issued by caliphs designating their successors—essentially
preparing crown princes to assume power after their deaths—political ambition often
drove members of the Abbasid family to disregard such arrangements. They frequently
challenged the legitimacy of the designated heir and initiated new pledges of
allegiance, justifying their actions with various pretexts. This led to numerous internal
disputes.

Based on the examination of correspondence—considered the primary material
for this study—it becomes evident that such conflicts began as early as the reign of al-
Mansur (136-158 AH / 754775 CE), who succeeded al-Saffah in 136 AH / 754 CE.
Although al-Saffah had left a will stipulating that al-Mansur would be succeeded by
Isa ibn Musa, al-Mansur fabricated weak justifications to remove Isa from the line of
succession in favor of his own son, al-Mahdi, claiming that the people preferred his
son. Additionally, al-Mansur had conflicts with his uncle Abdullah, who attempted a
coup and called for allegiance to himself in the Levant.

The conflicts re-emerged during the short reign of Caliph Musa al-Hadi (169-170
AH /786-787 CE), particularly with his mother, al-Khayzuran, as evidenced by letters
exchanged between them. She was ultimately suspected of involvement in his death.
Other notable conflicts during the period under study include those between the two
sons of Harun al-Rashid (170-193 AH / 787-809 CE), al-Amin and al-Ma'mun, which
culminated in a civil war that ended with al-Amin’s death at the hands of al-Ma'mun’s
forces.
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