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Abstract

This study explores the dynamics of the nominative action system within a Local-Folkloric
Society, with particular emphasis on the circulation, types, and sources of nicknames. Guided by a
socio-anthropological framework and based on a randomly selected sample from a popular district in
Baghdad, the research seeks to answer the central question of why and how nicknames are created and
exchanged in everyday social life.

The findings reveal that Local-Folkloric Society are characterized by a high degree of cultural
homogeneity, which is reflected in repetitive naming patterns. Common names, often rooted in Islamic
religious connotations, dominate the naming culture. However, because such names fail to provide
sufficient differentiation among individuals, the community compensates by generating nicknames as
an alternative symbolic and communicative system. In this sense, nicknaming operates as a corrective
mechanism that complements the limitations of personal names, ensuring more precise social
identification.

Nicknames were found to derive mainly from three sources: physical appearance, behavioral traits, and
referential designations such as profession, tribal affiliation, or maternal lineage. While this practice
begins as a linguistic response to the limitations of personal names, it gradually evolves into a cultural
pattern and lifestyle that reinforces social conformity and group identity.

The study further demonstrates that the phenomenon of nicknaming is embedded within broader
dynamics of hegemonic interaction and street-level socialization, particularly among peer groups.
Additional results indicate that the relationship between name frequency and nicknaming is
proportional: the more common a name, the greater the likelihood its bearer will receive a nickname.
Conversely, distinctive or rare names are less likely to be accompanied by nicknames. Moreover, social
disposition plays a significant role, as extroverted individuals are far more likely to acquire nicknames
compared to those with introverted tendencies.

Keywords: Names - Nick-Names - Local-Folkloric Society
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