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Multidimensional self-construal and its relationship to satisfying
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Abstract
This study aimed to examine the nature of self-construal within a transforming
Saudi cultural context and to analyze its relationship with the dimensions of identity
motive satisfaction. It also sought to verify the psychometric properties of the
Multidimensional Self-Construal Scale and the Identity Motive Satisfaction Scale after
translating and culturally adapting them to the Saudi context, in addition to identifying
gender differences in both self-construal and identity motives. The study adopted a
descriptive correlational design and was conducted on a sample of 228 male and female
participants from Saudi society, using the Multidimensional Self-Construal Scale (eight q
dimensions) and the Identity Motive Satisfaction Scale (six dimensions). The validity (
and reliability of both instruments were established following translation and cultural \A
adaptation. Independent-samples t-tests were used to examine gender differences, and q'
Pearson correlation coefficients were employed to investigate relationships between the (
study variables. The results indicated that the overall level of self-construal was /)
moderate, whereas the level of identity motive satisfaction was high, with particularly N
elevated levels of belonging and meaning. Statistically significant gender differences /
were found in favor of males on the continuity motive and in favor of females on the V4
distinctiveness (uniqueness) motive, with no significant differences in the remaining
dimensions. Pearson correlation analyses revealed selective associations between certain \/
dimensions of self-construal and identity motives: uniqueness was positively associated 7\
with distinctiveness, self-direction was positively associated with both distinctiveness A
and belonging, while some dimensions reflecting dependence versus self-interest were %
negatively associated with the meaning motive at both the individual and collective A
levels. These findings highlight the importance of adopting a multidimensional )
understanding of self and identity construction within the Saudi context that goes beyond
the traditional individualism—collectivism dichotomy, and they contribute to cultural and K)
social psychology by extending research on non-Western models of self-construal and (‘|
K

identity motive satisfaction and by revealing complex cultural patterns shaped by
contemporary social and cultural transformations in Saudi society. Y
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