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The technique of time-lapse in the Arabic novel:
The Notebooks of the Paper Maker as a choice
Asst. Lec. Aalaa Adel Rasoul Abbas
University of Babylon/College of Education and Humanities
alaaaayed03@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

Time is one of the main elements in narrative studies, and it is one of the most
important artistic components that make up those studies, as it is not just an external
framework in which other narrative elements move, but it has become fertile ground
and a framework that determines situations, events and characters, and illuminates the
dark areas in the novel and embodies its vision. Narrative time in the modern novel is
no longer limited to arrangement in a static linear path, but has become a flexible space
in which times overlap and moments intersect. Jalal Barjas’s novel, “The Paper
Carrier’s Notebooks,” is one of the rich novels that has transcended the limits of the
traditional arrangement of events. Rather, it relied on the flashback technique that

delves into the characters’ past to reveal their psychological depths through temporal 0
deconstruction and the construction of a multi-layered narrative tension. 7\
Keywords: Retrospection, time, narrative, bookseller's, notebooks. \)
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