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A Geographical Analysis of School Dropout Rates (Primary,
Intermediate, and Secondary) in Babylon Governorate for the
Academic Year 2023-2024 and Their Impact on Human Development
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Fs900400@gmail.com

Abstract

The study of school dropout at any educational stage is considered a phenomenon
with significant implications for society, serving as a key indicator of a nation's
scientific, economic, and social progress, as well as a reflection of its overall human
development trajectory. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze the extent of school
dropout in Babylon Governorate across the primary, intermediate, and secondary
levels. It investigates both spatial and gender-based variations in dropout rates among
the governorate's districts, using the formula adopted by the Iragi Ministry of Education
to measure dropout rates. The research also examines the underlying causes and
consequences of school dropout.

The study found that the highest dropout rate occurred at the primary level,
reaching 17%, followed by 11% at the intermediate level, and 10% at the secondary
level. Significant spatial disparities were observed across districts. For example, Al-
Kutha District recorded a 31% dropout rate in primary education, 12% in intermediate,
and 12% in secondary education, while Al-Kifl District showed 26% in primary and
17% in secondary education. Among the most affected aspects of human development
were the rise in social problems, such as increased rates of crime, theft, and deviant
behavior. Additionally, dropouts face lost opportunities for future education and
development, contributing to educational imbalance—especially between rural and
urban areas—as well as between different districts of the governorate.

Keywords: School Dropout, Babylon, Human Development.
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