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Abstract

The current research aims to develop a scale for Pica disorder among children
with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Given the absence of a suitable tool for
measuring Pica disorder in children with autism in Iraq, the researchers constructed a
Pica disorder scale for children with autism according to the following steps:

a. The researchers reviewed several Arabic and foreign sources and studies related to
the subject.

b. They conducted interviews with several experts in general psychology, educational
psychology, and special education to benefit from their opinions and observations
in defining the scale's dimensions and preparation steps.

c. To ensure the scale's items align with the research sample and their environmental,
social, and economic conditions, the researchers consulted specialists in
psychology.

d. Based on the specialists' feedback and the relevant studies and references, the
researchers identified the appropriate items for this sample.

The scale consisted of 20 items, each accompanied by five response options to
measure the participants' responses: "Always," "Often,” "Sometimes," "Rarely," and
"Never." The responses to the positive items were assigned weights of (5, 4, 3, 2, 1),
respectively. The highest possible total score on the scale is 100, while the lowest is
20, with a hypothetical mean of 60.

Keywords:Pica disorder, Autism, Children.
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