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Summary

Al-Agsa Mosque has never been absent from political, military, and religious
conflicts. Every rising power throughout history has set its sights on it,
seeking to impose control. These struggles were not limited to followers of
the divine religions but also involved pagans, as controlling the mosque came
to symbolize victory and dominance. Consequently, the competing peoples
alternated between sanctifying and constructing the mosque and desecrating
and demolishing it.

Its layout and architecture have therefore changed multiple times, and even
its names have varied. There is also a hidden significance in its area: the

site referred to in the Qur’an as Al-Masijid Al-Agsa, before any structure was
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built there during the Prophet’s Night Journey (Al-Isra’), covers an area of

144,000square meters—equivalent to one-sixth of the city of Jerusalem at
the time of the Islamic conquest.

Moreover, Caliph ‘Umar did not build a mosque within Al-Agsa after the
conquest but rather established a prayer area. There is often confusion
between Al-Walid’s mosque, the Dome of the Rock, and Al-Agsa Mosque
itself. A negative precedent was also set by Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik and his
son Al-Walid, who dared to build within the Al-Agsa compound, among other

significant developments.
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Introduction
The Al-Agqsa Mosque has transformed from one form to
another after the long stages it has gone through, and the conflicts
and wars that have plagued it since pre—Christian times to this day. It
is noteworthy that the conflicts around it since ancient times were not
only between those who adhere to the Abrahamic religions, but even
the pagans tried to control it and establish their temples and pagan
rituals in it, or burn it and obliterate its features and turn it into a

garbage dump. Perhaps the reason for this was that controlling it
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represented a symbol of victory, and this is what we will present in

this research .
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