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- Abstract

The current study, titled "Diversity of Decorative Compositions on Qajari Metal Artefacts in the
Al-Kafeel Museum for Treasures and Manuscripts," highlights metalwork rich in decorative
elements preserved at the Al-Kafeel Museum of the Al-Abbas Holy Shrine. The museum houses
tens of thousands of artefacts of various types, most notably those crafted during the Qajari era,
such as swords, yataghans, spears, kashkuls (beggar's bowls), bowls, coins, wall hangings, knives,
vessels, and candlesticks. These represent some of the most prominent Islamic arts, crafted by
artisans using diverse techniques and ornamental styles.
Metal artefacts from the Qajari period (1796—1925 AD) in Iran are a vital part of the history, art,
and civilisation of the Islamic era. This period witnessed a flourishing of Islamic arts and folk
handicrafts, in which metals were widely used to create masterpieces rich in intricate engravings
and decorative elements, often inlaid with gold, silver, copper, and bronze.
The study consists of an introduction and three chapters. The introduction provides a theoretical
background on decorative compositions in metalwork and their significance in the Islamic era
generally, and the Qajari era specifically. Chapter One establishes the theoretical framework
across four sections: the history of the Qajari state and its sultans; techniques used in crafting
metal artefacts; decorative elements and units (styles and characteristics); and an overview of the
Al-Kafeel Museum.
Chapter Two presents artistic applications and analyses of specific metal models preserved in the
museum. Finally, Chapter Three details the research results and conclusions, the most significant
of which include:
e The diversity of decorative units on metal artefacts, featuring calligraphic, geometric, and
floral elements executed through various artistic methods.
e The Muslim artist's dedication to crafting metalwork through engraving and inlaying with
gold, silver, and other stones to achieve ideal aesthetics makes their works essential
Islamic antiquities.
e The emphasis by Qajari-era artists on the importance of ornamentation and its diverse
aesthetic styles in producing museum-grade pieces.
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