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Abstract:

This research examines the "khans" (caravanserais) in Mosul as one of
the most important urban and economic pillars that characterized the city
during the Islamic era, focusing on Khan al-Kamruk as a case study that
embodies the fusion of economic function and architectural innovation.

The research focuses on several key themes, including:

Origins and Development: The research traces the historical roots of khan
construction in Mosul, reviewing the geopolitical factors that made the city an
international hub for trade caravans between East and West.

Economic Importance: The study demonstrates that khans were not merely
places of accommodation but "integrated economic institutions" where
wholesale trade was conducted, goods were stored, and taxes were collected,
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thereby contributing to the stability of the city's budget and the revitalisation
of its local markets.

Architectural Study (Khan al-Kamruk): The research focuses on
documenting the architectural characteristics of Khan al-Kamruk, explaining:
Planning: Based on an open courtyard surrounded by commercial buildings
and rooms designated for residential use.

Building Materials: The use of Mosul stone (plaster and gypsum) gave the
building durability and resistance to weather conditions. Fortification:
Combining commercial function with defensive purpose to protect merchants'
money and goods.

Keywords: caravanserai, architecture, layout, origins, development.
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