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Abstract
This research concludes that social media is a significant factor in the rising

divorce rates in Karbala. These electronic devices are considered major contributors
to family breakdown and the increase in divorce cases in the province due to their

misuse.

Like other Iraqi provinces, the holy city of Karbala has witnessed significant
technological advancements in the last decade, with the widespread adoption of
smartphones and social media platforms. Despite the considerable benefits of this
technology, there are increasing indications of its negative impact on family stability.
Divorce cases are now being recorded in Karbala courts that are directly or indirectly

caused by the misuse of electronic devices.

Given the significant impact of social media and technology on the rising
divorce rates in Karbala, this research investigates the effect of using these

technological devices on divorced individuals.

The study found that the overall ownership rate of electronic devices (phones) in
the Karbala district was 30% for males and 28.8% for females. In contrast, the social
media platform WhatsApp accounted for an overall rate of 29.1% for males and 31%
for females, encompassing both the Hindiyah and Karbala districts. The 15-19 age
group represented the highest percentage of users, with smartphones being the
primary device used for a duration of less than 60 minutes to 120 minutes, ranking
first among males. This research will be divided into two sections: the first will
examine the types of communication methods contributing to increased divorce rates,
and the second will address the types of electronic devices associated with this

increase. Finally, the research will present its key findings and recommendations.
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