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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Ideological dimensions in electoral discourse: Content analysis of political slogans
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ABSTRACT
This research examines the ideological foundations of Iraqi electoral discourse, with a particular focus on political

slogans as concise expressions of collective consciousness, party affiliation, and political transformations since 2003.
The main question is: How do the ideological orientations of political parties manifest in their election campaign
slogans? How do religion and nationalism contribute to this discourse? And how is symbolic language used to
influence voters? The research aims to understand the multiple intellectual currents—nationalist, religious,
revolutionary, and civil—reflected in the parliamentary election slogans of 2025. This research employs acontent
analysis methodology, establishing a comprehensive link between the political and socio-political spheres through a
theoretical framework that incorporates both classical and modern concepts of ideology and discourse. The findings
indicate that Iraqi electoral discourse remains driven by ideology, with slogans used as tools for mobilization,
polarization, and communication. A comparison of slogans such as "Empowered Iraq," "Don't Waste It," and
"Rejoice, Iraq" reveals a significant overlap between nationalist and reformist discourse, where masses are mobilized
through symbolic and emotional appeals rather than concrete policy proposals.
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