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The development of the military establishment after Kuwait
independence and the British position on it : (1961- 1968)
Lector(PHD): Doaa Ali Sarhan Al-Zaidi /Basra Education

Directorate

Abstract

The research traces traces the development of the military establishment in
Kuwait after independence, and the political and constitutional development that
the country witnessed starting in 1961, the date of Kuwait’s independence and
its transformation from an emirate protected by the British protectorate into an
independent state adopting a democratic system of government in accordance
with the permanent constitution that was approved after independence , Then ,it
studies the impact of that historical transformation on the development of the
Kuwaiti military establishment in terms of establishing the armed military
forces, enacting military laws regulating their work, establishing military
agencies and colleges, building their defensive capabilites, and working to
complete the formations of the various military and security forces and arming
them , with its existence as a newly independent state . The study aims to reveal
the British position on those developments, especially the building and arming
of the Kuwaiti army. This position was represented in that important historical
era through two stages, as the study concluded , The first stage was after
Kuwait’s independence on June 19, 1961, and the termination of the British
protectorate agreement, the regime of Iraqi Prime Minister Abdul Karim Qasim
demanded, days after that date , the annexation of Kuwait to lIraqi territory and
the non-recognition of its independence. Accordingly, the British position was
manifested in protecting Kuwait’s indepenence and supporting it militarily from
1961, until the end of the crisis demanding the fall of Abdul Karim Qasim’s
regime in 1963, and Kuwait’s acceptance as a member of the Unted Nations and
the completion of international recognition of it as a state. Then, that crisis
served to build the military institution in Kuwait and develop and arm it, and the
British position was positive in helping Kuwait defend it with forces and British
military plans and developing the Kuwaiti military institution in all aspects
during the years ( 1961 - 1963 ). The research revealed that the British position
in its second phase, so to speak, from 1963 until the date of the announcement of
Britain’s withdrawal from the Arabian Gulf region in 1968, which is the date of
the end of the research, was an oscillating position after the end of the regional
annexation crisis, between building and strengthening the Kuwaiti military

establishment at that time to preserve Kuwait’s independence and limiting direct
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British military intervention and support at that stage in which the slogans of
nationalism, independence, sovereignty and fighting colonialism were raised,
and between that it would prevent strengthening the Kuwaiti military forces and
arming them with the latest weapons to prevent Britain from losing its interests
in Kuwait.
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- Ash Rossiter,Britain and the Development of Professional Security Forces in
the Gulf Arab States ,1921-1971 :Local Forces and Informal
Empire,Submitted to the University of Exeter as a thesis for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy in Arab and Islamic Studies , February 2014.
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London, 2005) .
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