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Al-Qawl al-Zahir fi Awwal Fatir
by the eminent Hanafi exegete Hasan Jalabi ibn Ali ibn Amr Allah ibn Abd al-Qadir
al-Hamidi al-Rumi, known as Ibn al-Hannai and also known as Qanalizada (d. 1012 AH)

A Critical Study and Edition
Abstract:

This study presents a critical edition and analytical examination of al-Qawl al-Zahir fi Awwal
Fatir by the eminent Hanafi exegete Hasan Jalabi ibn Ali al-Hamidi al-Rumi, known as Ibn al-Han-
nai (d. 1012 AH). The work belongs to the genre of concise exegetical treatises that reflect Muslim
scholars’ sustained engagement with Quranic interpretation, particularly in subtle theological and
linguistic issues. The significance of this research lies in highlighting a model of partial Quranic ex-
egesis that integrates tafsir, Arabic linguistics, and jurisprudence, as well as in reviving an unedited
manuscript that has not previously received independent scholarly attention, thereby contributing to
the preservation and accessibility of the exegetical heritage for contemporary researchers.

The study aims to establish a reliable critical edition of the text based on its manuscript sources
and to analyze the author’s exegetical methodology in interpreting the opening verses of Surat Fatir.
It also seeks to elucidate the author’s scholarly standing, sources, and interpretive positions in light
of classical exegetical discourse. The research adopts a descriptive analytical approach in the study
section and follows established principles of textual criticism in the preparation of the edited text.

Among the most prominent findings reached by the study are: he author presents important con-
tributions, including a critique of explaining figurative meaning through necessary relations, prefer-
ring the interpretation of fatr as literal creation rather than metaphorical, and a rare investigation of
annexation in the active participle in works of Qur’anic exegesis. The study concludes that the work
is a critical note rather than a marginal gloss, due to its emphasis on discussion and evaluation, its
reliance on multiple sources, its expansion of issues to their grammatical and rhetorical foundations,
and its strong critical additions marked by precision and clarity in distinguishing concepts and gath-
ering dispersed scholarly views into a single discussion.

Keywords: al-Qawl al-Zahir; Surat Fatir; Ibn al-Hannai; Qanalizada .
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