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 وروبية كسلاح جيوسياسي: دور روسيا في أمن الطاقة الأالطاق

Abstract   

In light of the escalating intensity of the relationship between conflict, competition, power projection, and 

resources, the foreign policy strategies of many states have increasingly addressed issues of energy security, 

the development of related infrastructure, and the formation of a shared energy system as key geopolitical 

factors that determine a state’s influence and level of impact. This is evident in the case of Russia, which has 

treated energy as a fundamental geopolitical weapon of state power and a decisive tool for exerting influence. 

The concept of energy security has been defined in multiple ways according to state interests, energy security 

objectives, and geopolitical approaches that address energy security through four main criteria: energy 

resources and their relationship to state power and political influence, and how Russia h as perceived and 

utilized this dimension. 

The study focuses on Russia—one of the world’s leading energy producers and exporters —as a model of 

states that have successfully employed energy as a tool to impose influence at the international level and to 

attempt a shift in the balance of power from a unipolar system to a multipolar one. Energy represents a crucial 

factor in shaping the trajectory and orientations of Russian foreign policy, particularly in its relationship with 

the European market. It is also used as a strategic weapon to expand influence, through targeted investment in 

the energy sector aimed at controlling strategically important infrastructure and limiting Western influence in 

regions considered part of Russia’s sphere of influence across key strategic areas of the Russian space. 

Furthermore, the study examines Russia’s efforts to expand its influence in European markets despite the 

sanctions imposed during and after its war with Ukraine. The study concludes that Russia has been able to 

exploit its energy resources to exert influence at the international level, a trend that is expected to continue 

despite threats of increased sanctions and the challenges it faces . 
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