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Abstract:

Russia's policy in the Eastern Mediterranean is characterized by a diversity of
strategic dimensions, reflecting Moscow's desire to strengthen its role as an influential
global power. This policy comes within the framework of Russia’s efforts to restore
international balance and counter Western-particularly American and European-
influence in a region of great geopolitical and economic significance. Russia seeks to
expand its influence in this vital area, which serves as a crossroads between Asia,
Europe, and the Middle East, and overlooks key global trade routes. Through its
military presence in Syria, especially in the Hmeimim and Tartus bases, Moscow aims
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to secure a permanent foothold in the Mediterranean Sea. Russia also seeks to benefit
from the natural resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, particularly natural gas, and
to enhance its economic relations with countries such as Turkey, Egypt, and Israel in
areas like energy, infrastructure projects, and maritime transport. Moreover, Russia
aspires to play the role of mediator in regional crises, presenting itself as a balanced
power capable of engaging with all parties, especially in light of the West’s fluctuating
or retreating positions on regional issues. Russia’s policy reflects a comprehensive

strategic orientation.

Keywords: Russian foreign policy. Dimensions of Russian policy. Eastern Mediterranean
countries.
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