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Abstract

Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011, Russia has established its
influence in Syria based on a close strategic alliance with the former President
(Bashar al-Assad). This relationship enabled Moscow to solidify a permanent
military presence—particularly in the Hmeimim airbase and the Tartus naval
facility—and to reclaim its position as a key player in Middle Eastern affairs.
However, Assad’s unexpected departure marked a significant political turning point
that disrupted Russia’s calculations, as it lost a central ally who had long served as
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a gateway to its influence in the country. This development compelled Russia to
undertake a comprehensive reassessment of its policy, adopting a more flexible
approach grounded in institutional interests rather than personal loyalties. It moved
toward diversifying its alliances within the new political structure, strengthening its
military presence, and expanding long-term investments, while also engaging in
regional and international balancing through a pragmatic strategy. The post-Assad
phase thus represents a true test of Russia’s ability to adapt to a shifting political
landscape and to consolidate its influence without relying on traditional tools of
dominance, amid growing regional and international competition in Syria.

Keywords: Russia, The fall of Assad, Russian influence, The new Syrian regime, Russian
strategy.
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