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Abstract:

Islamic schools of thought agree on the combined use of reason (‘aql) and
transmitted knowledge (naql) as the fundamental basis for establishing creed,
though they differ regarding the priority given to each. Some schools, such
as the Ash‘aris, accord primacy to transmitted knowledge, making it the
principal source upon which creed is constructed and communicated to
others, while reason assumes a secondary role. In contrast, the Mu‘tazilites
prioritize reason as the primary and decisive standard in affirming beliefs.
The school of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), exemplified by Imam
Musa al-Kadhim (peace be upon him), integrates the Qur’an and the Sun-
nah as the primary reference for acquiring, presenting, and validating creed,
while employing reason as a tool illuminated by revelation and constrained
by methodological principles established by the Imam, ensuring that the

integrity of the doctrinal framework is maintained
Keywords: Methodology, Doctrine, Methods of Knowledge, Rea-

son, Tradition
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