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The Assassins: Between Concept and Description — A Critical Reading of Bernard Lewis's Views |
in His Book " The New Ismaili Da‘wah (The Hashshashin) " |
Abstract |

The Hashashin movement and their doctrine are considered among the most significant branches of the |
Isma'ili Batiniyya sect, having succeeded in establishing a political entity that posed a clear threat to its |
contemporary powers — the Abbasids, Seljuks, Ayyubids, and Crusaders — within their fortified |
geographic stronghold, most notably the fortress of Alamut in Persia, and later extending to regions in
Syria. Orientalists showed great interest in studying Islamic sects, including the Batiniyya and Isma'ilis,
often driven by ideological and doctrinal motives. Lewis took the lead in studying the Hashashin in his |
book The Assassins, in which he explored their name, origins, and traced their military and political |
history, along with their doctrinal and social system, up to their eventual end. Due to the importance of |
this book, the current study selected one of its key themes — the transmission of the concept and
meaning of the term Hashishiyya, as well as the descriptions associated with them, based on the views
Lewis conveyed.

Keywords: Lewis, Hashishiyya, Hashashin
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Libeck, Arnold of (1212 /» 608 &)

30. Arnoldi Chronica Slavorum , Recensione I. M. Lappenbergii, Bibliopolii

Hahniani - Hannoverae , 1868.
Rubruck , William of ( 1295/ 695 &)

31. The journey of William of Rubruck to the eastern parts of the world
1253-1255, Translation and editing William Woodville Rockhill, Hakluyt
Society - London, 1942 .

Villani, Giovanni (21348 /- 749 &)
32. Cronica, a cura di G. Porta, Edizione di riferimento: Nuova Cronica,

Fondazione Pietro Bembo/Guanda, Parma , 1991 .
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The American Historical Review

33. Directorium ad Faciendum Passagium Transmarinum, Vol. 13, No. 1,
Oxford Journal - Oxford University Press , 1907.

Chambers, Frank M.

34. The Troubadours and the Assassins , Publish The Johns Hopkins
University Press , Vol. 64, No. 4, 1949 .
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