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The Changing Nature of Sovereignty: Non-State Actors and the

Reshaping of International Relations
Abstract:
The concept of sovereignty in international relations has undergone profound
transformations in the twenty-first century due to the rise of non-state actors and
their expanding influence in political, economic, security, and cultural domains.
Traditionally defined as the state's ability to exercise authority within its borders
and make decisions independently of external interference, sovereignty now
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faces transnational challenges that transcend the capabilities of traditional
nation-states and reshape the rules of the global order.

This study aims to analyze the changing nature of sovereignty in light of the
growing role of non-state actors, focusing on how these actors are redefining
international relations and reshaping the position and role of the nation-state. It
employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative global approach, drawing on
empirical examples such as multinational corporations, international
organizations, non-governmental organizations, armed groups, and the cyber
realm, with brief reference to their implications in the Middle East.

The study concludes that sovereignty has not disappeared but has been redefined
and adapted within an international context where state authority intersects with
transnational forces, requiring a reconsideration of the nature of power and
control in the contemporary international system.

Keywords :Sovereignty, Non-State Actors, International Relations,
Globalization, International Organizations, Multinational Corporations,
International Security.
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