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Summary

US-China relations have become increasingly confrontational and conflicting
over interests, particularly economic ones. The differences that had been
postponed or latent for a period of the twentieth century have begun to emerge in
bilateral relations, and the two countries’ interest has shifted from monitoring the
international strategic formation and situation to interest in bilateral issues, and
the United States’ efforts to maintain its position as a dominant superpower that
possesses all the elements of hard power. However, Chinese and American
interests in the Middle East are strikingly similar.

Both Washington and Beijing have attempted to achieve their goals through a
combination of international competition tools and a mix of regional and global
cooperation strategies. Naturally, the clash of interests between the United States
and China in the Middle East is unlikely to lead only to the possibility of conflict,
but also to cooperation between the two parties. Neither side can bear the burdens
of the region alone, nor can it become a theater for major power struggles.
However, cooperation depends not only on identifying common threats and
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opportunities in the Middle East, but also on conceptualizing strategic
competition between states in a manner that is entirely zero-sum [i.e., without
equal gains and losses.|
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