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Abstract

The mass graves in Iraq represent one of the most prominent
manifestations of human rights violations, not only in Iraq but also all over
the world, as these graves represent mass murders and forced
disappearances that affected many minorities and ethnic and religious
nationalities within the country, from which no one was spared. They were
a means of concealing the political crimes committed by the Baath regime
against its opponents or any other groups that were not loyal to them.
Therefore, this dark historical period in the history of Iraq, 1968-2003, was
characterized by the commission of hundreds of these crimes that have
nothing to do with humanity, and which claimed the lives of thousands of
innocent people who were unable to find them or identify their locations
after they were buried randomly by the henchmen of the former regime,
who followed the method of concealing the existence of these graves. They
used to hide these sites and destroy the remaining evidence of their crime.
They were very keen to conceal this heinous crime by relying on the media
loyal to them.

The recognition or discovery of these graves did not occur until after
the fall of the tyrannical regime in 2003, when the Iraqi authorities began
searching for them after cooperating with international human rights
organizations by identifying the locations of a number of mass graves in
which the bodies were buried, which revealed the ugliness of the regime
and revealed the terrifying facts about it. Dozens of graves were discovered
in a number of Iraqi provinces, and they are still being found to this day.
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Az (2013, adll
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O93L8 £ 54§ Lanlya) Beelodl ylaoll asbiod) Aulosdl @Il e oo o lpanly pdlae e ozma <11
Osilall S - (Ll daely (3L Aelozdl il Glem
il Aads el il lie (954 e Ape Lozt Ll dylag (3 954 8,81 ol il Aiinn -12
2021 llaall Caiiasy
Slaip ) el leni Al ias i4a2,5,2008-1914 3l yall f)ls 5250 , 5wl Clil 89 123 ZLa 13
(0,2l
AN 3,500 sl asy)  3lhall § e lazddl LAkl Adlaially 2l wall Lidall 2l gl 2 Jl <14
(2011
First: Arabic Books
1- Jamil Awda, Mass Graves in Iraq (Iraq: Martyrs Foundation, 2009).
2- Raed Abis, A Guide to Mass Graves in Iraq (The Ba'athist Era) (n.p.:
Dar al-Kafeel for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2023).

3- Saeed al-Samarrai, Saddam and the Shiites of Iraq (London: Al-Fajr
Foundation, n.d.).

4- Saleh al-Khaqani, The Ba'ath Party: A History of Violence and
Terrorism (n.p.: n.p., n.d.).

5- Taha Baban, Mass Graves and Their Tragedies in Iraq
(Sulaymaniyah: Kakun Press, 2013).

6- Arif Qurbani, Accountability and Justice... A Survivor of Mass
Graves, translated by Bakr Darwish (n.p.: Dar al-Warith for Printing
and Publishing, 2024).

7- Abbas Atiya Al-Quraishi, Mass Graves Under the Soil, (n.p.: Dar
Al-Kafeel for Printing and Publishing, 2022).
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8- Ali Abbas Muhammad, Crimes of the Ba'ath Regime in Iraq, Al-
Mustagbal University, College of Engineering and Engineering
Technologies.

9- Kadhim Habib, Glimpses of 20th-Century Iraq - Iraq in the
Republican Era, (Erbil: Dar Aras for Printing and Publishing, 2013),
Vol. 4.

10-Majid Al-Majid, The Iraqi People's Uprising 1412 AH/1991 AD,
(Beirut: Dar Al-Wifaq, 1991).

11-Muhammad Ali Salem and Israa Muhammad Ali Salem, Criminal
Protection of Mass Graves (A Study in Light of the Iraqi Law for the
Protection of Mass Graves), University of Babylon - College of Law.

12-Martyrs Foundation, Department of Mass Graves Affairs and
Protection, Martyrs' Graves Affairs Section, Excavation and Bone
Classification Division, 2021.

13-Hala Fattah and Frank Cassou, A Brief History of Iraq 1914-2008,
translated by Mustafa Numan Ahmed, (n.p.: Dar Al-Murtada, n.d.).

14-The Supreme National Commission for Accountability and Justice,
Mass Graves in Iraq, (Baghdad: Media Department, 2011).

Analal gy ¥ 19 Jslao 1 Ll
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(2014, el a1 38 25801
Lo 939 2 Loza¥l Loyl 3lpadl § Aelozell B5LY1 @ilimng plall Jgues goldl die gu -2
(2023 il 2l 2,08 485801 Aaalz) , ptaa Lo Aoy, (e, 5 2uslyn) 1999-1983 jigilall
Second: University Theses and Dissertations

1- Zahraa Hassoun Saheb, The 1991 Uprising in Iraq (Najaf as a Case
Study), Master's Thesis, (University of Kufa: College of Education
for Women, 2014).

2- Sara Abdul-Hadi Daaboul, Graves and Genocide Crimes in Iraq:
Their Social Impact and Legal Characterization 1983-1999 (A

Historical Study), Master's Thesis, (University of Kufa: College of
Education for Women, 2023).
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Third: Published Journals and Research

1- Rasel Faisal Daloul, The Protected Interest in Mass Grave Crimes:
A Comparative Study, Maysan Journal of Comparative Legal
Studies, Maysan University.

2- Shaimaa Taram Lafteh Al-Nofali and Salah Jubair Al-Basisi, The
Role of Special Bodies in Protecting Mass Graves, Risalat Al-Huquq
Journal, Issue 15, No. 4, 2023.

3- Abbas Redha Al-Mousawi, Mass Graves... A Symbol of Sacrifices:
A People Who Struggled for Liberation, Al-Sabah Newspaper, [ssue
5932, May 16, 2004.
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4- Ali Aboud Al-Muhammadawi, Genocide as a Result of Totalitarian
Rule or Radical Evil as the Engine of Death, Conference on
Genocide and the Humanities, University of Baghdad, College of
Arts.

5- Fadhil Abdul Zahra Al-Gharawi, "Criminal Protection of Mass

Graves under the Provisions of International Humanitarian Law,"
Journal of Legal Sciences, University of Baghdad, Issue 21, 2021.
6- Qasim Abdul Ali Adheeb, "Geopolitical Analysis of Genocide
Graves in Iraq for the Period 1979-2017," Journal of Arts of Basra,
Issue 99, 2022.
7- Mahmoud Haider Mubarak, "Criminal Responsibility for the Crime
of Mass Graves," Al-Halil Journal for Human Studies, Issue 7, 2021.
8- Mustafa Imad Muhammad Al-Bayati, "Legal Protection of Mass
Graves," Journal of the Islamic College, Friday, Vol. 2, Issue 66.
ERPCON PN URIMNPS
Jlas Aol § Jlabslg ol s paiecds 700 by s e Lo Byda e sgiall pgally -1
https://www.alnojaba.com. g ASIYI adsll (e 2025 (yo)le 13 oyl g-dde
2019 oWl 5588 8 sty ys—dide Jlie Ay s lill § B> Auclen Spda e Hstall s ially -2
news<https://www.almawrid.Tv s ASIY adoll e
2022 541 14 sl ssdiie Jlia Apolilly 2uelon Byda e sstall ool (yall Cliisn wdl 3923 -3
news<https://www.alsumaria.TvQ 9 ASIY @31\ e
e 2alaall sl 5LS  Eaddl aall Lges e Aaals Ao 8y Bald o duclond) plall agy -4
archiues<https://alghadeer tv.iq. g ASI¥I 23,1l
https://www.hrw.org 2,531 4310 L (olsdl g ASIYN a8l e (Adg9 (udaly egsa -5
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siriyah. Edu.iq.

el o Gaamlly elozdl plall les Jo> Sigaiyn JsS5395 e (uly AlS (Dlsa 19
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/mass-grave- 5. =3l 4L Ll ,Bournemouth the University
protection.

Umastansiriyah. Edu.id 4elext! 5Ll -20

Szl O93all @ A Lazell 3oL Aasyzmy Ao Ll Bl io ¥l 650l ilyd las— ool =21
https://www.researchgate.net/publicatin

Fifth: Websites

1- In Pictures... A Mass Grave Containing the Remains of 700 People,
Including Women and Children, Found in Nasiriyah, an article
published on March 13, 2025, on the website https:// www.
alnojaba.com.

2- In Pictures... A New Mass Grave Found in Nasiriyah, an article
published on December 8, 2019, on the website news<https:// www.
almawrid.tv
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3- Dating Back to the 1990s... A Mass Grave Found in Nasiriyah, an
article published on May 14, 2022, on the website news<https://
www.alsumaria.tv

4- Mass Graves Day... A Free Testimony and Irrefutable Evidence of
the Ba'athist Regime's Brutality, Al-Ghadir TV Channel on the
website archives<https://alghadeertv.iq.

5- Human Rights Watch, on its website in English: https:// www.
hrw.org

6- Iraq: Mass grave containing 800 bodies discovered, https://
www.bbc.com

7- The horrors inherited from the former Iraqi regime... mass graves,
https://govinfo.libray.unt.edu

8- Human bones and skulls scattered and numbered: Mass grave found
in Najaf containing victims of the 1991 uprising against Saddam
Hussein, DW Arabic, May 15, 2022, on their Facebook page.
Facebook Arabic

9- Numbered skulls in a mass grave in Najaf... dating back to the 1990s,
Al Arabiya Channel, May 14, 2022, available at https:// www.
alarabiya.net

10-Mass graves in Iraq... stories waiting to be told, https:// www.
aljazeera.net

11-Mizar Kamal, The Legacy of Death... The Geography of Mass
Graves in Iraq, As-Safir Al-Arabi Newspaper, https:// assafirarabi .
com

12-Opening a mass grave of Kurdish victims in the Samawah desert,
Al-Iraqiya News HD, July 24, 2019

13-Arab World News, August 3, 2019, available at https:// arabic.
rt.com

14-Two decades since the fall of Saddam's regime... unidentified graves
await discovery, https://www.dw.com

15-Al-Taakhi Newspaper, August 22, 2006, https://faylee.org

16-The Committee's website: https://www.ICMP.int/ar/about.

17-Television interview with prisoner Haider Al-Eidani, "Years of
Blood" program, Al-Janoub Satellite Channel, 2023.
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18-Mass Grave Crimes, research published on the Al-Mustansiriya
University website: https://uomustansiriyah.edu.iq.

19-Melanie Kleiner Wiley-Smith, Bournemouth Protocol on the
Protection and Investigation of Mass Graves; Bournemouth
University, United Kingdom: www.bournemouth.ac.uk/mass-grave-
protection.

20-Mass Graves: Umastansiriyah.edu.id
21- Adam Seaman Dhiab Al-Ghurairi, Special Definitions of the Crime

of Genocide in Criminal Law: https:// www. researchgate. net/

publicatin
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