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Abstract

The obligation of confidentiality after the termination of a contract constitutes a
significant issue within civil law, as it raises complex questions regarding the
continuation of certain contractual obligations despite the extinction of the contractual
relationship. While the general rule is that contractual obligations cease upon the
completion or termination of the contract, some obligations extend beyond this point,
most notably the duty not to disclose information acquired during the contractual
relationship. This obligation plays a crucial role in safeguarding the legitimate interests
of the parties, particularly with respect to professional secrets, commercial information,
technical data, and economically valuable knowledge. This study examines the concept
of post-contractual confidentiality, analyzing its legal foundation within the framework
of good faith, the principle of non-harm, and the protection of legitimate expectations
established during contract performance. It further explores the scope of this
obligation in terms of the types of protected information, the parties bound by it, and
the duration of its application following contract termination. The research also
distinguishes between confidentiality obligations arising from explicit contractual
provisions and those implied from the nature of the relationship or general principles
of civil law. Moreover, the study addresses the legal consequences of breaching post-
contractual confidentiality, whether under contractual liability when such obligation is
expressly stipulated, or tort liability when the breach results in independent harm after
the contract has ended. It also highlights the civil remedies available to the injured
party, including compensation, cessation of the breach, and removal of its effects
where possible. The study concludes that post-contractual confidentiality represents a
necessary extension of legal protection in civil law, ensuring transactional stability and
preserving trust and legitimate interests, thereby calling for clearer legislative and
judicial regulation.
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