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Dimensions of UAE policy towards Africa and its impact on its
regional position
Dr .Maha Saad Abdul-Karim

Abstract
This study aims to examine the dimensions and objectives of the United Arab
Emirates’ (UAE) policy in the African continent and to analyze its implications
for the UAE’s regional standing in the Arabian Gulf and the Middle East. Over
the past two decades, the UAE’s foreign policy has undergone a profound
transformation, shifting from a traditionally economic-oriented approach to that
of a proactive regional actor possessing multiple instruments of influence. These
instruments combine hard power—through economic investments and security
presence—with soft power, manifested in humanitarian assistance and
diplomatic engagement, The research concludes that this active and
multidimensional engagement has enabled the UAE to strengthen its regional
position, both by achieving a greater degree of autonomy in foreign policy
decision-making within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) framework and by

balancing Turkish and Iranian influence in the broader Middle East.
Keywords: United Arab Emirates, Africa, Foreign Policy, Regional Influence.
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