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The Demographic and Social Characteristics of Never-Married
Individuals in the Shatt al-Arab District

(Research Extracted from a Master’s Thesis)
Researcher : Hiba Mowaffaq Ziyara Qasim
Assistant Professor Dr. Sadiq Jaafar Ibrahim
University of Basrah / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract

The phenomenon of remaining unmarried and refraining from marriage is one
of the human phenomena with demographic, social, and psychological effects
on populations. This phenomenon has begun to spread widely in most societies,
and the community of Basrah and the Shatt al-Arab District has had its share of
it. There are various reasons and motives that have contributed to the spread of
this phenomenon from a geographical perspective, in addition to examining the
characteristics of the population and their gender, age, and educational
composition within the marriageable age group.

The research relied on a field study (questionnaire form) and reached a set of
findings, the most notable of which was the presence of spatial variation among
individuals who have never been married, whether in demographic or social
characteristics, across the administrative units of the Shatt al-Arab District. The
study also revealed that the proportion of males of marriageable age is slightly
higher than that of females, and that the age group between 15-19 years has the
highest percentage among the unmarried population, mainly due to continuing
education. Furthermore, the study indicated an inverse relationship between
educational attainment and marriage, as cases of remaining unmarried are more
prevalent among students and degree holders.

Keywords: Marriage, Refraining from Marriage, Shatt al-Arab District,
Education and Its Impact on Marriage
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