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Active citizenship in Iraq: Between political challenges and social reality
Assistant lecturer: Aya Mohamed tgeel
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Political Science
Aya.mohamed@uomustansiriyah.edu.ig

Abstract:

This research aims to study the concept of active citizenship in Irag as a
fundamental pillar for building a modern state and strengthening political and
social stability amidst the political and social transformations the country has
witnessed since 2003. It focuses on the interactive relationship between the
political framework and social reality and their impact on establishing active
citizenship. The research examines the most significant political realities
hindering the consolidation of active citizenship, such as the impact of the post-
2003 political system on citizenship, weak political participation, the role of
political parties, the spread of political corruption and its resulting decline in
trust between citizens and the state, as well as the limited scope of political
participation. The research also addresses the social reality of active citizenship
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through national identity, the role of tribalism and social structures, and the
impact of poverty and unemployment.

In light of the above, the research proposes a set of mechanisms to promote
active citizenship, enhance political participation, develop civil society,
strengthen the economic and cultural factors, and bolster the role of the media.
The study concludes that promoting active citizenship in Iraq is a prerequisite
for building a stable state capable of facing its challenges, and that achieving
this requires comprehensive political and social reform, and cooperation
between state institutions and civil society.
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