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{ Abstract
This study explores the use of symbols and myths in the poetry of
Mushtaq Hamid Finjan, where natural, religious, and legendary
elements become existential metaphors reflecting Iraqi identity
through longing, loss, and resistance. The poet employs symbols
like the butterfly, hoopoe, sea, apple, wheat, and phoenix, alongside
myths such as Gilgamesh, Scheherazade, and Zarqa al-Yamama,
reinterpreting themin amodern poetic context thatbridges heritage
and present-day reality. Myth in his work is not mere storytelling—
it’s a tool of expression and interpretation, infusing the text with

symbolic energy that links collective memory to personal anxiety.
Keywords: Symbol, Myth, Nature, Widowed Questions, Mushtaq

Hamid Finjan
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