hgilly pagail b 5o Auilubad) A1gall Al Ausydl) slisg 58 dusall
Loyl

The Mobed Kartir and the Construction of Religious Legitimacy in the Sasanian State:
A Reading of Ancient Texts and Inscriptions
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Abstract

The emergence of the centralized system of the Sasanian Empire and its
eventual downfall cannot be adequately explained without considering its
relationship with the mobedan institution (the Zoroastrian clergy). From the
mid-Parthian period onwards, Zoroastrian priests gradually became more
organized and influential; however, with the rise of the Sasanian dynasty, they
attained a prominent position within the Sasanian court. Accordingly, this study
investigates the role of the Zoroastrian mobed Kartir in constructing the
religious legitimacy of the Sasanian state through an analysis of his ancient
texts and inscriptions as a politico-religious discourse deliberately directed
toward serving imperial authority.The study focuses on how Zoroastrianism
was employed to confer divine legitimacy upon Sasanian rule and to link
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political authority with religious doctrine, thereby enhancing both the status of
the Sasanian kings and the institutional power of the priesthood. Relying on a
close reading of relevant texts and inscriptions, the study demonstrates how the
mobed Kartir succeeded in consolidating the interpenetration of religion and
politics and in establishing Zoroastrianism as the official religion of the state,
ultimately affirming the Sasanian Empire as a polity grounded in formal
religious legitimacy.

Keywords: Sasanians, Zoroastrian Clergy, Kartir, Zoroastrian Religious Policy
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