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The Political Instrumentalization of Eschatological Imagination in
ISIS Ideology: A Content Analysis of the Sermons of Terrorist Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi (An Approach in Discursive Psychology)

M. D. Ageel Habeeb Obeid

Directorate of Education, Diwaniyah / Educational Guidance
Abstract
The history of ideas reveals the significant impact of the imaginaire in shaping
political, social, cultural, and psychological visions. From a cognitive theoretical
perspective, the imagination is considered one of the most essential tools for
constructing awareness—both of the self and of the world. In the realm of political
imagination, its influence is most evident in formulating ideas concerning
governance and the state.However, this study focuses specifically on the
imagination embraced by terrorist groups regarding apocalyptic events as depicted
in religious texts and historical writings—what is referred to as the eschatological
imagination. Examining this imagination within ISIS’s ideological framework
reveals the strategies and future plans of such groups, both during and after the ISIS
era (“post-ISIS™).To study this imagination, the research analyzes a selection of six
out of twelve sermons delivered by the terrorist Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. These were
subjected to qualitative content analysis using an analytical methodology rooted in
discursive psychology. These sermons are treated as discursive events—speech acts
embedded within specific socio-historical contexts.The study concludes that the
eschatological imagination holds a significant ideological and psychological role
within ISIS: it influences their propaganda discourse and underpins their combat
doctrine. Accordingly, the research recommends that this variable be studied from
political, psychological, and sociological perspectives. It also encourages further
analysis of the speeches and statements made by the group’s leaders to better
understand their thinking and to expose their strategic approaches.Finally, the study
draws attention to the importance of discursive psychology as an emerging
academic field that has proven its value in leading global universities. It suggests
that Irag should take the lead in the Arab world in pioneering this important field.
Discursive psychology derives its strength from its interdisciplinary nature,
combining two well-established domains: social psychology and discourse theory.
Keywords:
Eschatological imagination — Discursive practice — Discursive psychology.
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