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Abstract:
After the end of the Cold War, China's rise to prominence as a significant economic
power has been accompanied by an expansion of its global footprint, particularly in
the Arabian Gulf. This region is important to China for a variety of reasons,
including mutual energy interests and strategic issues. Chinese foreign policy
prioritizes non-intervention in other countries’ domestic issues while prioritizing
mutual advantages and common interests. As a result, a rivalry between the United

States and China has evolved, influencing Gulf states' foreign policies as they
negotiate their connections with both vital partners. This competition has pushed
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some Gulf governments to strengthen connections with China, particularly in the
commercial and energy sectors, while preserving security partnerships with the
United States.

Russia's persistent involvement with both energy and regional security problems
complicates Sino-Gulf relations. Gulf States closely monitor the level of alignment
or tension between Moscow and their own cities, prompting them to be cautious in
their relations with both China and Russia. While the impact of Europe in the
region is less than that of the United States or Russia, changing geopolitical
realities are altering Sino-Gulf relations in key sectors. These shifts are helping
China's standing as a trustworthy international partner. Furthermore, as Europe
reduces its reliance on Gulf energy supplies, China may have opportunities to
increase its impact and engagement in the Gulf's energy sector.

Keywords: The International variable, Sino-Gulf relations, Chinese influence in
the Arabian Gulf, the United States and China, Sino-Russian rapprochement.
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