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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the vocative style in the poem “Al-Bab al-
Thahabi” by the Iraqi poet Abdul-Mahdi Matar, considering it one of the
most prominent and influential syntactic structures shaping the poem’s
semantic architecture. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, the
study examines the forms and types of vocatives, highlighting their
rhetorical functions in invoking historical figures, animating inanimate
objects, and constructing an emotional relationship between the speaker
and the addressee within the poetic text. The research also explores how
the vocative contributes to reinforcing the symbolic dimension of the
Golden Gate and its association with the sacred status of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him). Furthermore, the study compares the use of
vocative style in this poem with similar instances in Matar’s other works,
demonstrating the distinctiveness of his stylistic practice. The findings
reveal that the vocative in this poem transcends its conventional
performative purpose and evolves into a symbolic and spiritual
mechanism reflecting the poet’s ideological orientation and conveying

the depth of his emotive experience within the poem
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