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Abstract:
The railroad project (Basra—Shalamcheh) comes as a continuation of a
series of proposed projects on the Iragi side by the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Iran seeks to strengthen its economic, political, and security relations
with Iraq, believing in Iragps centrality in the Arabian Gulf region and its
influential role in the regional arena, besides being a fertile environment
and a proimising ground for foreign investments, Especially since the two
countries share religious ties and long, deep geographical borders, facili-
tating mutual cooperation in project implementation.
This project, due to its prospective role, if successful, will have various iim-
plications on the political and security aspects for both countries, It aims
to provide Iran with a loophole and a breathing space to escape from the
grip of the economic sanctions imposed by the United States. Conse—
quently, Iraq and Iran will be within the reach of Ammerica and its aimbi—
tious allies seeking to maxamize their role in the region. Undoubtedly, this
will significantly impact Iraqi politics more than it will affect the Iranian
side, especially considering Iragps strategic alliance with the United States.
Addigonally, given the enormous influence the United States has in de—
cision—making within Iraq, in contrast to the Iranian side, which seems
indifferent to potential political, economic, and security repercussions,
especially as it doesrmst heavily rely on American or European pressure,
striving instead to extend its influence as much as possible to maintain its
role in the entire Middle East region.
Keywords: Raibway connection , Economic pressures , Political alliances .
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