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“After the Prophet”: An Analysis of Orientalist Lesley Hazleton’s
View of the Husayni Uprising.

Adraa mohammed kadhim

University of Babylon / College of Education for Humanities
Abstract

The British Jewish orientalist and former psychologist Lesley Hazleton
has shown interest in issues related to politics, religion, and history, particularly
in the Middle East. She authored a book entitled After the Prophet: The Epic
Story of the Shia-Sunni Split in Islam, first published by Anchor Books in New
York in 2010. The book was translated into Arabic under the title “After the
Prophet: The Epic Story of the Shia—Sunni Split in Islam.” In this work,
Hazleton addresses the Husaynid uprising with a degree of detail.
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The significance of this topic and the reason for its selection lie in analyzing
Lesley Hazleton’s perspective and her presentation of Imam al-Husayn’s (peace
be upon him) departure and the motives behind his uprising, as interpreted from
a Western perspective represented by Hazleton.

The research problem centers on Hazleton’s interpretation of the Husaynid
uprising as a foundational event underlying the historical division between
Sunnis and Shi‘is.

The study aims to analyze Hazleton’s perspective on the Husaynid uprising
and compare it with the Islamic heritage of both Sunni and Shi‘i viewpoints. It
also seeks to examine the motives of the uprising according to Hazleton’s
interpretation from a moral, humanitarian, historical, and universal perspective,
far removed from any sectarian conflict that might obscure these motives.
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