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Imitation in the Fundamentals of Religion
and the Scholars' Position on It
Asst.Prof.Dr. Muhannad Saadi Hussein
The Iraqi University / College of Islamic Sciences / Department of Interpretation
Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of imitation (taqlid) in the fundamentals of re-
ligion, as it is one of the doctrinal juristic issues over which scholars have disagreed,
due to its connection to the foundation of faith and the obligations of the accountable
person in matters of belief. The research aims to clarify the concept of imitation, to
indicate the point of dispute regarding it, and its relationship with the fundamentals of
religion, while presenting the scholars' opinions on the ruling of imitation in matters
of creed and their evidence. The research concluded with a distinction between those
capable of reasoning and deduction, and those who are not. The former must engage in
reasoning and follow the evidence, whereas it suffices for the layperson who is incapa-
ble to have general faith and to imitate the scholars in matters of belief. This is because
the intention behind preventing imitation in creed is not to obligate the general public
to know theology, but rather to achieve a firm foundation of faith according to one's
capacity and ability, in a manner that preserves belief and alleviates difficulty for the
accountable individuals.

Key words: Imitation (Taqlid), Principles of religion, The Faith of the Imitator,
Imitation in Matters of Creed, The Ruling on Imitation.
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