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Abstract:
This study discusses an Andalusian family of Roman origin who lived in
the Levant before migrating to Andalusia. Known for their loyalty to the
Umayyad Caliphate in Andalusia, this family, the Basil al-Rumiyya, was
one of the most important families to hold various administrative and
military positions during the Umayyad Emirate and Caliphate in Anda—
lusia (138-366 AH / 755-976 CE), such as ministerial posts. The chamber—
lainship, the treasury, the supervision of the horses and the high police,
as well as the administration of the state’s provinces in its various parts;
this family benefited from its close association with the Umayyad princ—
es, by emerging on the administrative, political and military stage, as the
Umayyad state trusted its members most of all because they stood by its

¢ side in the darkest circumstances that the state went through. Especially
| after the outbreak of revolutions against the Umayyads, led by both Ar-
{ abs and Berbers, as well as confronting the attacks of the Spaniards in the

north against Islamic lands, there emerged from the Banu Basil compe—
tent administrators and experienced military leaders in fighting, such as
Muhammad ibn Basil, Yusuf ibn Basil, and the minister Abdul Hamid
ibn Ahmad ibn Basil, who is considered one of the most important lead—
ers during the reign of Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir, as will become clear in
the course of the research.

Keywords: Andalusian dynasty, Levant, Umayyad Caliphate.
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