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Interpretive Renewal in the Thought of Sayyid Muhammad Al-Sadr
(A Study on the Exegesis of Surah Al-Nasr)
Researcher:

Assistant Professor Dr. Hasan Muhammad Abdul-Khadhir
Directorate of Education in Al-Najaf Al-Ashraf Governorate
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1447 A.H. — 2025 A.D.

Abstract

This study examines the interpretation of Strat al-Nasr by al-Sayyid al-
Sadr (may God sanctify his soul), comparing it with the views of prominent
earlier exegetes, in order to derive a rich set of exegetical insights and assess
whether he introduced novel contributions to this important field. His work
Minna al-Manan stands out in the field for its distinctive methodology—
arranging the strahs of the Qur’an in reverse order, presenting exegetical
meanings through a question-and-answer format, and systematically
categorizing topics—reflecting his substantial scholarly authority within the
hawzah.

Specifically, his exegesis of Sirat al-Nasr represents a significant
contribution: he refrained from merely repeating or slightly modifying earlier
interpretations, instead offering fresh meanings and addressing both explicit and
potential exegetical challenges with methodological precision. Among his
distinctive contributions is his differentiation between the divine promise
mentioned in the strah as referring to the time of the conquest and the actual
realization of that event, favoring the latter interpretation. He also challenged the
common identification of the “conquest” with the entry into Mecca, rejecting the
separation of victory (nasr) from conquest (fath), and emphasizing their
complementarity in both worldly and eschatological dimensions.

Al-Sadr further interpreted “victory” and “conquest” in their universal
sense, allowing their application across the span of the Prophetic mission—an
interpretation he considered more coherent with the divine promise of the
ultimate triumph of God’s religion. He also offered a nuanced reading of
“people entering the religion of God in multitudes” and explored various aspects
of glorification (tasbih) and seeking forgiveness (istighfar) in relation to the
conquest.

Keywords: Al-Sadr, Surah Al-Nasr, comparative exegesis, conquest of
Makkah.
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