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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Shi'a Identity in the Iranian Educational Curriculum During
the Modernization Project During the Pahlavi Era (1925-1979)

Mustafa Ayyed Abd * Fatima Hamdan Abadi

University of Kufa, College of Arts, Iraq

ABSTRACT

The education system is considered one of the most important tools used by modern states to construct national identity
and solidify official ideological frameworks. In Iran during the Pahlavi era (1925-1979), education occupied a central
position in the state project aimed at modernization, nation-building, and redefining the relationship between religion
and politics. This study examines how Shi'a identity was represented in textbooks during this period, focusing on the
discursive shifts between the first and second Pahlavi periods and the ideological functions of this representation.

This study employs a discourse and content analysis approach, viewing textbooks as ideological texts that reflect the
state's perceptions of religion and identity. It also draws on modern state theories of managing religion, particularly the
concept of "domesticated religion" or "official religiosity, which is reproduced to serve the goals of political stability
and legitimacy.

Educational policies during the reign of Reza Shah were characterized by a secular nationalist tendency that aimed to
reduce the presence of religion in the public sphere and reinforce an Iranian identity rooted in pre-Islamic traditions.
This was clearly reflected in textbooks, where Shi'ism was presented as a historical and cultural component of Iranian
heritage, rather than as an active doctrinal or political system.

Keywords: Reza Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Iran, Shi'a identity, educational curriculum.
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